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ALDA – The European Association for Local Democracy

FRANCE

ALDA is a non-governmental organization dedicated to the promotion of good local governance, namely through the empowerment of civil society and the promotion of active citizenship. It works in Europe (28 EU members states), in the Balkans and in the last years, in South Caucasus and North Africa. In the framework of promoting good governance and citizens participation at local level, ALDA focuses on various themes, such as European integration, civic initiatives, youth involvement, human rights, immigration, equal opportunities, sustainable economic development and volunteering. ALDA is a membership based organization gathering more than 190 members (including Local Authorities, CSOs, youth associations, Universities) coming from more than 30 countries. ALDA is funded through membership fees and project funding from the European Commission (Europe for Citizens and ERASMUS + among the others), the Council of Europe and other public and private donors.
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Municipality of Centar, Skopje

MACEDONIA

Municipality of Centar is the central municipality in the city of Skopje, the capital of the Republic of Macedonia. Centar is home to the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. It is characterized by the river Vardar, which runs on the edge of the municipality and the mountain Vondo, which overlooks Centar. Because of its location and importance, the largest numbers of institutions in the country that have administrative, political, educational, cultural and commercial, but also residential character are located in this municipality. Legal competencies: Urban planning and management, Environmental and natural protection, Local Economic Development, Communal Activities, Culture, Sport and recreation, Education, Social and child care, Health prevention, Prevention and protection of citizens and material goods. 
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Municipality of Santorso

ITALY

Santorso is a town in the province of Vicenza, Veneto, northern Italy. It is known for the church of S. Maria Immacolata, which was built between 1834 and 1839 in neoclassical style. It is also characterized by the Renaissance Villa Floriani houses frescos by the artist Giovanni Demio. Santorso is twinned with the city of Vejano, Italy and the city of Brissago, Switzerland. 

Santorso Municipality has about 6.000 inhabitants, but it operates in a big area between Alps and Padan plain where almost 100.000 people lives. It is the coordinator of many specific projects and networking activities, involving many towns and a large number of citizens.

Santorso is the head of the Provincial Enviromental Educational Laboratory; it organizes courses, laboratories and initiatives about environmental issues in schools. The Municipality is also working to build up a model of environmental governance in order to orient the territories to the ecological conversion. 
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Municipality Grosuple

SLOVENIA

The Municipality of Grosuplje is a municipality in central Slovenia. The seat of the municipality is the town of Grosuplje. It lies south of the capital Ljubljana in the traditional region of Lower Carniola. The town is known for its rich cultural and historical heritage and as a developed craft and industrial city. The municipality covers the Grousplje valley, which consists of the Smarska dolina, Grosupeljsko and Radensko polje and the surrounding hills, characterized by numerous smaller valleys. The Grosuplje settlement is today an administrative, economic and transport center. The municipality has Association of Cultural societies, Institute for Tourism and a Public library in charge of organizing cultural activities in the Municipality of Grosuplje.
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Clube Intercultural Europeu, Amadora
PORTUGAL

The CLUBE organizes activities imbued with "sense", namely those which respect the values and principles that we consider "pillars" such as democracy, human rights, solidarity, equality, interculturalism, respect and appreciation for differences.
CLUBE is developing in Portugal the KA2 project: INCOME - Innovating Coworking Methods through Exchange (2016-2019). Such an international network based on local level bi-party collaboration has a main objective: to exchange good practices and knowledge in order to facilitate young people’s transition from education to labour market by supporting and enlarging opportunities for youth employment and entrepreneurship.
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City of Uzice
SERBIA

The City of Uzice is the administrative and economic center of the West Serbia with the population of around 80 000.  Being that, it bears a strong role in public management of the region and managing new rules on public spending. 

Regarding co-working spaces and public housing, the City had built and opened a business incubator, where young can start their businesses with small rents and available infrastructure. It can include around 15 new companies and provide them with facilities, transport infrastructure, as well as with different kind of services. Nearby is a free zone, where companies at local level can import raw material without additional tax costs. 

City of Uzice took an old military space and turned it into public, meant for cultural events, artists’ open space and place where community of the young can have joint activities. 
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Albanian association of Municipalities, Tirana

ALBANIA

AAM is an LGA operating in Albania. It was established 17 years ago and it has as members the municipalities of Albania. AAM acts with operational structure of elected bodies and executive staff. With implementation of Territorial Reform, we are working for consolidation of 61 new municipalities. The consolidation of AAM as an independent organization in representing the interests of local government is recognized by local and international actors. As actively involved in process of territorial reform and other decentralization reforms, we have acquainted a vast experience and knowledge in local government and are recognized by those LGUs as an important support actor in training provision, lobbying, communication platform and establishing partnerships. They have a distinguished pool of local experts and successful cooperation with many donors as Sida, Netherlands Embassy, EU Delegation, OSCE etc. AAM is member of ALDA, NALAS and CEMR.
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Raunas Novada Dome, Rauna
LATVIA

Rauna Municipality consists of two communities: Rauna and Drusti, total area of the region is 3019 km2 with 3690 inhabitants. Rauna municipality provides all statutory services-educational institutions, social care, utilities, territory improvement, development of cultural values, civil status registration, child protection.  We provide to our inhabitants accessibility to State institutional services like submission annual report statement in State Revenue service, Rural Support Service, Social Benefits service, ... We work actively on attracting EU funding, several large infrastructure projects have been carried out and diversification of social services takes place. As of 2011, the self-government has commenced working on international twinning projects to broaden the outlook of employees and population, especially our young generation, acquire positive experience and develop the municipality.
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Asociatia Nationala a Femeilor din Madiul Rural, Rucar
ROMANIA

Rural Women National Association is a non profit, non governmental organization ,founded in 1997.It has 15 branches all over Romania. Our members represent a rich range of social levels: from business women to housekeepers or unemployed ;from young girls to old women; from illiterate ones to  University graduates living and working in rural areas – from the most developed to isolated ones.

RWNA   mission is to ensure equal chances  with other social  categories and to reach a real  social protection for its members.

The association militates for rural women’s rights and the acknowledgement of their role in the local community. That is why it encourages its members initiatives and entrepreneurship aiming  women’s social and economic integration and independence.
Unione dei comuni Montiferru, Milis-Oristano 

ITALY

Despite the limited resources of the territory, depopulation, the economic crisis, the cancellation of the schools, the effort of the Organization was to create networks Citizens' Services;in particular :Promotes the inclusion of young people into the labor market 

- Realized 4 traineeships for 6 months aimed at young graduates through an agreement with the University of Cagliari and the regional agency work;The traineeship were finalized to the implementing of the public administration procedures;

- Has participated to the notification named LAV- ORA, financed by Sardinia Region. There has been 119 applicants by beneficiaries and 4 beneficiaries have worked for a year, in different public bodies;

- With the collaboration of the Local Plan of personal services of Oristano, the organization has created a job placement  with a  tutoring for integration into the labor market for six months.
